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The following momorandum on Selvaderan politieal groups was preparsd before
the Salwadoran eoup d'etat of 14 Decembor at the requast of the Nicaragman
Revolutionary Group, in partioular the Patsriotie Nicaragusn Committoe
located in Guatemala. The Niecaraguane instructed ome of their Saivadoran
contacts to obtaln information on the eubject, and he in twen commisaioned

« Romero Hernandas, a layyer involved in préevious revolutionary activities,

MEMORANDUM OR “HE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION
IN EL SALVADOR

1 Decomber 1948

1. Ihe Army. The Army is divided into two groups: a) The tcp level chiefs
together with the officiala who have come up from the ranks; b) The young
officers of the military school—mostly young colonels, mjors, and
Qaptﬂinac ’

2. The firat group is headed by Gensrala Santiage and Felipe Ayala, Colomel
Rudeeindo Monterrosa, Colonel Ferman, and General Gustavo Lopsz, Colonel
Carles Flores, Director of Police, does not belong to this group. This
_group is the baeis of Colonel Osuin Aguizrre's pretension to come into pover.
He has contact with them through General Joco Tomas Calderca and they tried
to stage a ceup d'etat three yesys ago which failed becauss of the ambitions
oft!vmpol:!.ti«salm'oaupt.henheadedhybz-.I‘EA::Bne.nnone In apite of the fact
that they now appear to have gonc over %o Gemeral Espinola Castro, they have
alvays entertained the ideg that Osmin Aguirre would roturn to occupy the
Prosidensy. This wms in fact agreed 4o among these offieials and General
Cestonada at the begioning of the latter’s torm, but differences between
Castoreda's wife and Aguirre's wife led to the breaking of this agreement.
However, at the heart of this military group there still lies the deaire to
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noment Castaneda eannot control the situntion they would not hositate to
turn the power over to Osmin \puirre,

b. The group of young officers is c mposed of the most outstanding: military
youth in the country, prineipaliy :ajor Oseor Osorlo, ifijor Osear “olanos,
Yajor iareo intenio Lirlina, lnjor lanuel Cordoba, iajor Josf laria Terms,
Colonel Fidel Tmintanilla, 'njor Jesus Rodrirues, ajor lauro Termudez,
Captain Rafael Carranza Amaya, Captain Armando liarrigon, Captain fernando
Castillo 'avorrete, ote. Sinee the berinming of the Castaneda ‘dninistration
these men have hoped to control the rovernment in the old Prussisn style. '
Jhen thoy triod to tie Castaneda's hands on 22 June 1945 s the attitude of two
officers from the ranks, Coloncl Dario Mores and Fornando Solorzano, upset
their ombitions. In spite of this nearly all of then have continued to hold
immortont jobs in the Army which would rive them the opportunity to dominate
Castaneda or throv him out, but owing to their lack of valoer thoy have con-
tinued %0 fajl. This group maintains constant relations uith iajor Osear
Osorio in liexico, vho in turn because of economic necessity is nixed up with
Colonel Arturo Castellanos, Youns officiais continue to be faithfal to

the idea of bringing to vower a nilitary coup dfetat headod by Osorio, They
are continmully holdins meetings to try to orgenize such a movem-nt. Recently
it hns been apparent that they are nlotting another coup because they have
ceased to show themselves together in publie. They talk to no one and their
attitude indicates thal thoy are cooking up sonaething very soon.

Ihe Workers. The workers are divided inte two scetiong--the organized and the
unorganized, Those vho are organized are mostly ruided By mersons of larxist
idoos and a preat number of these have decided to support the official
candidate, Goneral Espinocla, although there are a number of outstanding
iarxists who are with Colonel !tnendez, The unorranized wvorkers are for the
rost part not active. Those who are are with !‘enendez,

Ihe Students. A =mall sector of the students are with lenendez, but the

m jority are in the party without a candidate called Partido de Orientaeién
Demoeratica. It is influenced by Dr. Carlos Llerens, Director of the
Iniversity. Their plan secems tc be to sabotage the candidacy of i‘enendez and
hope that hone of the nresent condidates is suceessful so that a dark horse
ray arise fron their own ranks.

Capital. Capital is represented in the marty of Osmin Aguirre by General

José Tomds Calderon, vho is 2 kind of delepate of the stronper eapitalists

of the country that have so far not supported any of the parties. The
official party of Ceneral Espinola is financed by official funds, Practically
the only capitalist in it is Ricardo Kriete.

The “ay to Develop a Revolutioncry Plan. =L Salvador vresents great problenms
for a revolution. Its geographic characteristics, the density of its
population, its network of roads, make it necessory thas any coun triumph-
within tuenty=Tour to forty-sight hours, daturally any sueeessful coup

must have nmilitary backing, The top lovel chiefs camnot be counted on, so

the only possibility is with the younr officers. Unfortunately the civilians
are nostly at odds with the yourp officers who have spent at least 600,000
colones of eivilian money planning rilitary coups without pettirg anyhere,
There is only one werson vho car unite the young officers a::«l the ecivilians.
lle is 'ajor Oscar Osorio. ¢ hes the rersonality of o :unceite? rystie,

and is very ambitious for power. Iiis original. idrology was Paseist, tub it
isprobable 4 at his lonr stay in l‘exico and .iu youthful flexibility have
chonped hin somewhat. e has his seruples and therefore the nronosition vrould
have to be put to hin with considerable tact. I believe thet the nerson who
mles this contaet should first discuss the matter with Colonel Arturo Cartellanga,
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who is a person of easy comprehension and who has had understandings with
Osoric for a long time. Colonel Sagtellanos has also discussed such matters
with President Arevalo, vho offered him assistance, so therefore there is a
possibility of an understanding here in combination with the revolutionary
movoments in Honduras and Nearapua. Osorio has direct contact throuph the
rail vith the young officers in F) Salvador, and ho write: his letters in
code, To try to arm a strong group inside El Salvador is hipghly diffiecult,
particularly if the weapons have to be bought in El Salvador. The police
and officlials of the llational (uord always work with the verious cormission
nen to lispose of the armaments vhich they confiseate, and Tor this reason
they would quickly get wise if the dermnd for weapons and amwnition should
increage for no apparent cause. It would be better to try to introduce arms
from the exterior, probably through the Bay of Jigquilisco, by means of porsons
vho are alrendy knoun and can handle this. I would also coumsel that a
civilian froup be armed in order to balonce the pouer of the military,
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